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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of central Intelligence
THROUGH . Deputy Director, (Plams) ¢ ¥

SUBJECT + Vieit of Deputy Director of Central Intelllgence
and Party to Vanderiberg Adr Force Base

1. This memorandum is for information only.

a, The first shot in the DISCOVERER program will be launched
fram Vendenberg Air Force Bese on 25 February 1939. This leavnch ig
a purely engineering shot snd will not contain a CORONA paylosd. The
CORONA psylosd is being essembled et Palo Alto, Californis and will
transported to Vandenberg Alr Yorce Base prior to & CORONA ghot. At
thet time it will be teken directly to the paylced gssembly bullding
in the Lockhesd srea. This building will be used by CORORA payload
technioians identified as Lockheed Advenced Engineering Pearsonnel
end the Blo-medigsl perscunel. Each group will occupy oneshalf of
the building. The Advanced Engineering section of the building should
be avolded as presence of personglities connacted with intelllgence
might imply that ihe Advanced Engineering sectlion is interested in
reconnalssance.

3, Following iz & list of CORONA cleared key personnel in the
organization indicated that may be in eontect with the visiting
Agency party.

AFEMD
Gen. Barnaxd A. Schriever
Gen. D Vo Ritland

Col. Fredrick Oder 25X1
tol. Hayry L. Evans 25X1
Maj. Raymond E. Zelenks :

USAE
SPACE TECH. LAB Gents Thomas D. White
M. Allen Francls Donovan Gen. Curtis E. Lemay

¥yr. Richard E. Hornex
SAC
Gen. Horasce M. Wade
Gen. Thomas 5. Power

ARPA
¥r. Roy Johnson -
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It should be noted that some of the members of the Agency paxty
are not CORONA clesved.

b, Extreme press intevest will bs shown in this perticulsr launch
since 1% is the firet leunch fram Vandenberg Air Force Base, Although
the entire DISCOVERER series is to be known as an R & D effort, the
press has speculated as to a possible camers carrying capebility in
leter leunches. An exsmple of this gpeculation is found in the
following quote from the 165 February edition of Avistion Week:

"+« « « No comerss will be cerried in initial shot.
Except for chenges in paylosd makeup, Discoverer is essen-
tially the eeme as UBAF's WS-L17L Sentry reconnsissance
satellite , , , "

The above quotation and cthers clearly indicete that the press has not
entirely agcepted the R & B story and is locking for evidence of &
reconnaissence capudbility. For this reason any persanalities oconnected
with intelligence ¢olleation, eapecially photographic intelligence
collection, must be extremely cereful that their mere presence at the
leunch site is not interpreted ss s confirmetion of the speculation
about the reccnnalesande cepubility of later DISCOVERER payloads.
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